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2. StU) A S5-IMER TEAM OF OAS ELECTION OBSERVERS 
PRONOUNCES VENEZUELA'S DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
fffff. (MS AND TRANSPARENT. M OAS A7WVE9 A 178 HILL (ON 
OUDGET FO« 1999 AND AtSO APPROVED 1)0 MILL I OK IN TECHHICftI 
COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE PROJECTS TO BE LWIEMlTN il ITS 
DEVELOPMENT COWCIt (ClDII. CIDI PROJECTS INCIUDE 12 
MIUION OEV&JEO 10 EDUCTION PROPOSALS FROM THE SUIWII 6f 
JH( AliEPiCAS. Ai KM. AS AUIHOPITY FOP GOVNIRIES AFFEfTEIi 
K H»KPKMi- : i ti&Ui Alii' IJIUK TO EEPPOGPW EXiSUKS 
:■!!'.?;?;' ! f?Jf:-:> fO .If!) Fs'TW.sPniCf '.'f';\. 1ST 
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STATE 236296 241S08Z . 039069 
PRESS FREEOOH IN THAT COUNTRY. THE tACNR COMMEMORATED 
IUMAN RIGHTS OAY VI TH AN ADDRESS BY UN HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMISSIONER ROBINSON AND A CALL FOR DAS MEMBERS TO ADOPT 
MEASURES TO INVOKE ADO EXERCISE UNIVERSAL JUAISBICYIQN IN 
AREAS OF GENOCIDE. CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND VASt CRIMES. 
JAMAICA'S ATTORNEY GENERAL ADDRESSED THE OAS AND CLAWED 
THAT THE lACHR'S SLOW CONSIDERATION OF DEATH PENALTY 
APPEALS DELAYS JUSTICE TO THE PS I NT THAT CBNVICTED 
HUR0ERERS' SENTENCES HAVE TO BE COMMUTED TB LIFE 
IMPRISONMENT. HE DESCRIBED THIS SITUATIBN AS A MAJOR 
CHALLENGE TO THE INTEGRITY OF TSE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN 
RIGHTS SYSTEM. 

3. (SSU) SUCGESSFUL NEETINGS WERE HELD UNDER OAS AUSPICES 
DEALING VITH THE MULTILATERAL EVALUATION MECHANISM FDR . 
NARCOTICS CONTROL' COUNTER-TERRBRISM. WOMEN'S ISSUES' 
PRIVATE JATfRNAT/OMW IN. fWTS /W0 HARBORS i AND GEOCRAP0Y 
AND HISTORY. THE DAS IS HELPING TO COORDINATE THE 
HEMISPHERE'S RESPONSE TO THE DISASTER CAUSED IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA BY HURRICANE MITCH. COLOMBIA HAS PROPOSED 
ELEVATING AN EXPERTS' MEETING ON COMBATING CRIME TO THE 
MINISTERIAL LEVEL. PROGRESS CONTINUES TOVARO REACHING 
AGREEMENT ON THE TEXT OF A NEW CONVENTION CALLING FOR 
TRANSPARENCY IN ARMS ACODISIFIONS. OH DEVELOPMENT OF A 
DECLARATION ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION/ ANO ON FINAL WORK 
WARD A DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE. 

INTRODUCTION 



S028U88 



4. M m PURPOSE Of TNESE ROUN0VP CmiS IS 70 (NflWI 
POSTS OF OTHERWISE UNREPORTED DEVELOPMENTS IK THE INTER- 



IH 



AMERICAN SYSTEM AND TO EH ABLE OFFICERS TO DISCUSS ISSUES 
THE INTER-AMERICAH SYSTEM VITH THEIR INTERLOCUTORS. THE 
CA8LE5 ALSO PROVIDE BACXGROUN0 ON TOPICS ON NNICN POSTS MAY 
BE ASKED TO HAXE DEMARCHES AT A LATER OATE> PARTICULARLY AS 
RE APPROACH THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JUNE. IHFO 
ADDRESSEES ARE LARGELY POSTS IN NATIONS THAT MAINTAIN A 
PRESENCE AS PERMANENT OBSERVERS 70 THE OAS AND THAT OFTEN 
PRBVIDE FINANCIAL OR OTHER SUPPORT FOR OAS INITITIATIVES IN 
THIS HEMISPHERE 




ENE2UE1AN GOVERNMENT'S INVITATION. THE OAS 
SENT A 6S-PERS0N TEAM OF OBSERVERS FOR IRE DECEMBER 6 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. (THE STATE DEPARTMENT PRDV)BED 
t48!i<000 (B THE OAS UNIT FOR PRDNBTION OF DEMOCRACY BJPDI. 
RHICI! COVEREB NEARLY ALL COSTS OF THE MISSION.) A SHALL ' 
ADVANCE GROUP ARRIVEO II OCTOBER ANB ALSO MONITORED THE 
NOVEMBER CONCESSIONAL ELECTIONS. NNItf NBTIKG SBME 
PROBLEMS. THE OAS OECLAREQ THE DECEMBER ELECTION BETTER 
ORGANIZED AND MORE EFFICIENT THAN THE NOVEMDfR REGIONAL 
ELECT I INS. THE OAS GROUP. UNDER THE OIRECTICN OF THE UPD. 
WORKED CLOSELY VITH THE VENEZUELAN NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL OE) AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES. SECRETARY GENERAL 
GAVIRIA WAS PRESENT DH ELECTION DAY. THE OAS OBSERVER 
MISSION PRpraiCfO M Elf CI IONS "CIEAK. FAIR. AMI 
TRANSPARENT. * ' 

I.. ($£•;» COMtfxj: AK L!SOA> hiSSIC!. OffiLiR pfri'tihiEfc . 
IN THE milCrii Ci<?Fl-fTs6S WW (ifKiirffs feu:'- 
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international observer croup, vim an observer in every 

STATE AMD HOST MUNICIPALITIES. OBSERVERS HAD AN EXHAUSTING 
DAY COVERING AT LEAST S BUT OFTEN WORE PRIMARY AND 
SECONBaRY SITES DURING THE OAY. SOKE SITES CPENEB AH HOUR 
Ml tilt THAW THE ?:B£U. MOUHCIS 1IHE* Wl/f OWU 
ENCOUNTERED SNORT DELAYS, USUALLY ONLY 18 MINUTES OR SO-' 
MANY CLOSED VITIIN AN HOUR OF THE REQUIRED 4:00 P.M. TIME. 
THIS ALL (MB THE OAS TO GET A QUICK COUNT JUST BEFORE THE 
CHE ANNOUNCED CHAVEZ THE VI ME It. THE OAS MS KNOWN 
EVERYWHERE AND WELCOMED BY PEOPLE WHO EXPRESSED THEIR 
PLEASURE AT THE INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN VENEZUELA'S 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. 

OAS I9S9 BUDGET APPROVED AT SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 



7. Ill) A SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY MS COKVOKEO NOVEMBER 
12-13 TO DERATE ANO APPROVE THE 1999 OUDCfl AND SCALE Of 
ASSESSMENTS. U.S. PERMANENT AEPRESENIATIVE TO THE OAS ANB. 
VICTOR HARRERO HAS SELECTED BY LOT TO BE THE PRBVISIONAl 
PRESIDENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ANfl THEN WAS EtfCFfO Or 
flCCt AltATION TO CONTINUE IN THAT ROLE. APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. THE SJ8 MILLION BUDGET CONTINUES THE DOWNWARD 
1REHD IN RESOURCES AHB STAFF. VKILE BEING GIVEN AN 
INCREASING NUMBER OF MANDATES. APPROVAL CAME AFTER KEEKS 
Of DIFFICULT DEOATE ANB NEGOTIATIONS, WITH A SMALL VOWING 
CROUP ACTUALLY BROKERING THE DEAL. REPRESENTATIVES FRBH 
THE U.S.. CANADA, MEXICO. PERU. HONDURAS AND BELIZE WERE 

TASKEB VIM ACHIEVING A SOtVTlON 70 THE ISSUE Of REDUCED 
f UNO INC ANB INCREASED MANDATES. TO FURTHER COMPLICATE 
THINGS, FIXED COSTS.-- ESPECIALLY PERSONNEL - ARE 
CONSUMING MORE BF THE AVAILABLE RESOURCES WILE F-UNSS FOR 
PROGRAMS ARE DECREASING. THE RESULTING I7R MILLION FIGURE 
INCLUDED ALL MAMBATES. HEV AND OLB> BUT AT MINIMAL LEVELS 
OF FUNDING. 

S. (Ul THE OTHER MAJOR ISSUES ADDRESSED AT THIS ASSEMBLY 
WERE REVISING THE SCALE Of ASSESSMENTS (QUBTAS) > WHICH WAS 
BEFERRED UNTIL THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND SANCIIOHS FOR 
NONPAYMENT. CANADA INTRODUCED A RESOLUTION TO APPLY 
SEVERAL SANCTIONS TO MEMBER STATES IV ARREARS. (WHILE THE 
U.S. OWES THE LARGEST AMOUNT Of ARREARS, THE RESOLUTIOH 
WOULD NOT HAVE AFFECTED US. SINCE IT STATEB THAT- A MEMBER 
MUST BE TWO YEARS IH ARREARS BEFBRE SANCTIONS WOULD APPLY. 
IT WOULD, HOWEVER, HAVE AFTECTEB A NUMBER Of OTHER 
MEMBERS. ) AFTER SPIRITED DEBATE, THE ONLY SANCTION 
APPROVED WAS 10 WITHHOLD BAS FUNDING FOR COUNTRIES THAI 
8FFERED IB HOST MEETINGS. IF THEY WERE MORE 1HAN TWO YEARS 
IN ARREARS. 

9. CUt THE HOST CONTROVERSIAL TBPIC IN THE BUDGET 
RESOLUTION ITSELF WAS A PROPOSED CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CLAUSE THAT SET A ONE-YEAR PERIOD BEFORE ANYONE WORK INC IN 
A MISSION ACCREDITED TO THE OAS COULD SEEK OR BE EMP10YED 
AT THE OAS. AMBASSADORS FROM CARICOM AND SDK CENTRAL 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES REFUSED TO ENDORSE THIS PROVISION AND IT 
WAS REMOVED FROM THE RESOLUTIOH. 

10. tU! THE ISSUE BF SUPPBRI FOR CENTRAL AMERICA IH THE 

WAKE BF HURRICANE Ml TCP ALSO FIGURED AS A MAJOR TOPIC AT 
IRE iSSfrtSLY AND WAS ADDRESSED BY COM IT INC IISB.POC FROM 
RESERVES TO ASSIST IN CENT RS L AnERICW KECONSIf-L'CllOK. 

iiOtiiiiiOf! I ft DtVflOfrfM HGHXH Attv" !?•*!■ 
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STATE 236296 HUSSl ' 339069 
(CIDI) APPROVED J* DIFFEREHT PROJECTS TO 8E FINANCED BY THE 
SPECIAL MULTILATERAL FUND (FEMCIOI). THE tU MILLION TO 
FINANCE THESE PROJECTS COMES FROM VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM ALL MEMBER STATES FOR OAS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
KDWitS. m PROJECTS SUfCTEO WERE WINNOWED FROM SOHE 
303 PROPOSALS EVALUATED BY HON -PERMANENT SPECIALIZED 
COMMITTEES (CENPES) IN WHICH TECHNICAL EXPERTS DETERMINE 
WHETHER PROPOSALS FALL WITHIN AGREED-UPON PRIORITIES AND 
MEET ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, ANB THEN RANK ORDER THEN fOR 
FUNBIHG. IT WAS TNE FIRST TIME THIS NEW PROCESS HAD BEEH 
FULLY BPE RATIONAL FOR A CIDI PROGRAMMING CYCLE. HBST OF 
THE PROJECTS ARE MULTINATIONAL IN SCBPf! ONLY Zl ARE PURELY 
NATIONAL AND BENEFIT THE LEAST BEVELOPED NATIONS AND THOSE 
WITH SMALLER ECONBHIES. EBUCATIONAl PROPOSALS FROM THE 
SUMMIT Of THE AMERICAS PRBCESS RECEIVES 11.9 MILLION IN 
FUNDING. THE COMMITTEE ALSO APPROVES A PROPOSAL TO AtLOW 
CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIOBEAN COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY 
HURRICANES MITCH AND GEORGES TO REALLOCATE UNUSEB 1998 • 
FUNDS TO RECONSTRUCTION AND DISASTER MITIGATION EFFORTS, AS 
VEIL AS REPROGRAMHING FUNDS FOR EXISTING PROJECTS TO MEET 
HIOM WORM WfflS AS A RfSWI Of MMAVE JJITW. 



USOAS AHBASSA08R NAMED SUMMIT COORBINAIBR 



12. Al) USBAS AMBASSADOR HARRERO HAS BEEN DESIGNATED THE 
U.S. SUMMIT CD0R8IHAT0R. ' THE OTHER TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW GROUP BIRO TROIKA, CHILE 
ANB CANADA, HAVE BOTH NAMED THEIR OAS AHBASSABORS TO THIS 
P8SITI0N. A SIRG MEETING WILL AGAIN BE HELD ON THE FRINGES 
OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS JUNE IN GUATEMALA. 

ROBINSON ON HUMAN RIGHTS; IACHR ON PINOCHET 



13. 01 M/ifff muohs high cmissmtfos mm stems 

MARY ROBINSON SPOKE DECEMBER 9 TO THE DAS AT THE lACHH'S 
INVITATIBN AS PARI OF THE CDMMEHORAJION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
AND THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARIES Of THE UNIVERSAL BECLAHAFIBN 
OF HUMAN RICHTS ARO THE AMERICAN DECLARATION Of THE RIGNTS 
AND DUTIES Of MAN. ROBINSON'S REMARKS FOCUSED ON THE 
IMPBRTANCE OF SOCIAL ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RIGHTS AND THE 
NEEB FOR THE UN HUMAN RIGH1S MACHINERY TO WORK IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH REGIONAL HUMAN RIGNTS SYSTEMS. 

M. IU| THE IACHR TOOK AOVAHTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELEASE THREE REC0MNEN8ATI0HS RELATED TO THE PINOCHET 
MATTER. IT RECOMMENDED THAT OAS MEMBER STATES: 111 ADOPT 
LEGISLATIVE AND OTHER MEASURES NECESSARY 10 INVOKE AND 
EXERCISE UNIVERSAL JURISDIGIIBN IN THE AREAS OF GENOCIDE. 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND WAS CRIMES," 12) ADOPT 
UStSlUJM AND OTHER MEASURES TB Hf«f JK RiCHJ OF 
ACCESS TD INFOR/MIION WITHIN WE CONTRM Of THE STATE' 

ESPECIALLY WHEN RELATED IB INVESTIGATORS Of (HTERNATIOHAL 
CRIMES AHB GRAVE VIOLATIONS Of HUMAN RIGHTS,' AND (3) if 
THEY HAVE NOT YET DONE SO, TO SIGH AND RATIFY THE 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT STATUTE APPROVE B IH RBHE IN 
JULY. 

15. W CONMEHI: IVO DAYS 1AIER, SfCCEH CAVIRIA IN AK 
OAS PRESS RELEASE IDOK THE OPT0S1IE POSITION. EXPRESSING 
CONCERN OVER THE VHILAJEHAL AFHICAIIOK 0 : 
EXTPAT[RRI!8RIAtl!^ Of NSllOSi- LAVJ. 
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PAGE 83 Of (K STATE IHM UHtol B39ff£S 
DECEMBER 11 PERMANENT COUNCIL SESSION. JAMAICA'S ATTORNEY 
GENERAL A.J. NICKOtSOH ARGUED FHAF IACKR EJELAfS IK RUl (KG 
ON DEATH PENALTY APPEALS fROH CERTAIN CARICOM STATES POSE A 
"MAJOR CHALLENGE TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE HEMISPHERIC 
SYSTEM." TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PERMREP ANB. ARHEAUO 
SUPPORTED NICHOLSON'S INTERVENTION. AS DID DELEGATIONS FR0H 
THE BAHAMAS. ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA. BELIZE. BARBA60S, ST. 
LUCIA. AND ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES. NICHOLSON HOTED 
THAT CERTAIN CARICOM COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE RATIFIED THE 
AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUNAN RIGHTS AND ALSO PERMIT IKE 
DEATH PENALTY ARE Iffiil/RED TO CARRY OUT DEATH SENTENCES 
WITHIK FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE OF SENTENCE UNDER A RECENT 
RULING OF FNE U.K. PRIVY COUNCIL. THEIR HIGHEST COUNT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEAL. ACCORDING TO HICHOLSOK, OELAYS AT THE 
IACKR THREATEN TO EXTEND THE APPELLATE PROCESS BEYOND FIVE 
YEARS. THEREBY ENSURING TNAI JAMAICA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

HAVE TO COMMUTE THE DEATH SENTENCES TO LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE. 

17. (SBUI FOR PRECISELY THIS REASON. TRINlDAO AND TOBAGO 
ANNOUNCEO AT THE JUNE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT IT HAD 
GIUEN NDF1CE IH MAY OF ITS INTENT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUNAN RIGHTS. NICHOLSON SAID THAT 
OTHER CARICOH COUNTRIES MAY BE FDRCEO 10 DO THE SAME IE THE 
IACHR' S PROCEDURES CANNOT BE EXPEDITED. HE CALLED ON THE 
PERMANENT COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THIS MATTER A PRIORITY, 

IS. ID COMMENT; FHE U.S. HAS SIGNED BUT NOT RAIIFIEO 
THE AMERICAN CONVENTION (25 OF THE 34 ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE 
OAS NAttE WlfltOh nhCIK US IH A DIFFICULT miUOH IH 
COMMENTING ON THIS NATTER. OUR PRINCIPAL POLICY INTEREST 
IS IN PREVENTING THE FURTHER FRAGMENTATION OF THE REGIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM. Iff ARE DISCUSSING THIS MATTER WITH 
THE IACHR. WHICH IS CONSIDERING AMENDING ITS REGULATION TO 
FORCE PETITIONERS TO CHOOSE BETWEEN APPEALS TO THE UNITED 
NATIOHS OR TO THE INTER-AMERICAN ROMAN RIGHTS MACHINERY. 
CURRENTLY. THE IACHR CONTENDS THAT DELAYS RESULT LARGELY 
BECAUSE PETITIONERS FILE APPEALS WITH THE UN SYSTEM. 
FOLLOWED BY VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL APPEALS TO THE IACHR IF THE 
UN APPEAL IS UNSUCCESSFUL. THIS PUTS PRESSURE ON THE IACHR 
TO DECIDE CASES WITHIN A SHORT TINE FRAME. ADOPTING THE 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS WOULD ENSURE THAT THE IACKR. IF 
ELECTED AS THE VENUE OF APPEAL, HAS SUFFICIENT FINE TO RULE 
WITHOUT FAILING AFOUL OF THE 5-YEAR PERIOD IN EFFECT IN 
SOME CAR (COM COUNTRIES. 

PRESS RAPPORTEUR OUTLINES DitlVintS, CHAILENGES 



19. ISBU) NEW IACKR SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR FOR FREEDDM OF 
EXPRESSION SANTIAGO CANTON BRIEFED THE PSOAS MISSION D» HIS 
ACTIVITIES IH HIS TIRST MONTH ON THE J DO: HE TRAVELED TO 
PERU WITH THE RECENT IACHR DH-SITE MISSION IANO PREPAREO AN 
INTERIM REPORT SEPARATE FROM THE IACHR REPORT). MET WITH 
NUMEROUS NGO'S TO BEGIN THE PROCESS OF CREATING A . 
HEMISPHERIC NETWORK OF INFORMATION RELATED TO ABUSES 
COMMITTED AGAINST JOURNALISTS. AND BEGAN SOLICITING FUNDS 

wssmtmi mas nmm tmm ?-yfar contribution. 

HE WILL SEEK FUNOS FROM PRIVATE SECTOR SOURCES AS WELL AS 
f SOW SDfESMNTS. AND POINTS OUT THAI ADDITIONAL FUNDING IS 
CRUCIAL TD ENSURE THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION Of HIS 
MANDATE. CANTOH PIANS TO PRfSHJ HIS FIBS? AIM 
ASSESSKEHT Of FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE HEMISPHERE TP 'OF 
TO IKE OAS GENERA! ASSEKETY IK M(. 

l-.l". Mi:? ?'> KM&lF ViH', .1* \l(i< !-Of* 

ffi^sn. k (Wis: tix-rw E'-f-sf :•::«.•: toii-f. 



SD280iS STATE 23625$ J415BW FD8il£9 

SOUGHT OH NOVEMBER 33 THE ARREST THROUGH INTERPOL OF IKE 
WIFE AND DAUGHTER OF BARVCHIVCHER. HVCHER IS A MEDIA - 
OWNER WHOM THE GOVERNMENT STRIPPED OF HIS CITIZENSHIP IN A 
BITTER DISPUTE.) CANTON'S STATEMENT CALLS ON PERU TD STOP 
ITS PERSECUTION OF IVCHER AND HIS FAMILY. WHICH HE 
CHARACTERIZED AS AN ATTACK OH FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. 

U.S. SPEARHEADS DECLARATION OH FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 



21. ISBU) USDAS PERMREP AMB. VICTOR MARRERO WAS ELECTED 
TO CHAIR A WORKING GROUP FORHEB TO DRAFT AN INTER-AMERICAN 
DECLARATION ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION) ARGENTINE PERMREP 
AMB. ASAOZ WILL SERVE AS VICE -CHAIR. THE USOAS MISSION HAS 
PREPARED A STRONG DRAFT THAI IS t!KlU TO ATTRACT 
SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT. THUS FAR. MEXICO IS THE ONLY 
DELEGATION TO EXPRESS OPPOSITION. THE PROPOSED DECLARATION 
IS DESIGNED TO DISTILL THE NDST IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES OF 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND COMMIT OAS MEMBER STATES TO 
PROTECT THEM. IT SHOULD ALSD PROVE USEFUL TO THE HEW 
SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR AS HE MONITORS PRESS FREEDOM AND THE 
SAFETY DF JOURNALISTS IN THE REGION. 

IACHR JETURHS FROM HUMAH RIGHTS VISIT TO PERU 



22. (CI THE IACHR CDNDUCTEO AN ON-SITE VISIT ID PERU FROM 
NOVEMBER S-13. ACCORDING TO COMMISSION SOURCES (PROTECT). 
THERE HAVE BEEN SOME IHPROVEMEHTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION^ PARTICULARLY IN THE REDUCED INCIDENCE OF FORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES AHD SUMMARY EXECUTIONS, BUT THE ARBITRARY 
AND POLITICAL NATURE OF FHE LECAl PROCESS IS FHE COUNTRY'S 
GREATEST HUMAN RIGHTS CHALLENGE. THE COMMISSION RECEIVED 
OVER i.m COMPLAINTS ON ITS VISIT, MORE THAN ANY OTHER 
VISIT SINCE A 1919 TRIP TO ARGENTINA. THE VAST MAJORITY 
ALLEGE RULE OF LAV AND DUE PROCESS VIOLATIONS. THE 
COMMISSION'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT FUJIMORI WENT WELL. 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS MORE PRO FORMA THAN THE COMMISSIONERS WOULD 
HAVE LIKED. THE COMMISSION'S VISIT WILL BE REFLECTED IN 
THIS YEAR'S IACHR ANNUAL REPORT TO THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

IN JUNE. 

MEXICO. BRAZIL RECOGNIZE l-A COURT'S JURISDICTION 



23. IU> IN A DECEMBER ID LETTER TD SECGEN GAVIRIA, THE 
BRAZILIAN OAS PERMREP AMB. CARLOS ALBERTO IE I IE 9ARB0SA 
INfORMED HIM THAT THE BRAZILIAN CONGRESS HAD APPROVED 
PRESIDENT CARDOSO S REOUEST THAI BRAZIL DECLARE ITS 
ACCEPTANCE Of THE JURISDICTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT 
Of HUMAN RIGHTS IH ALL CASES RELATING TO INTERPRETATION OR 
APPLICATION OF IK AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RfCNIS. ON 
DECEMBER IB IN A CEREMONY AT OAS HEADQUARTERS, MEXICAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER ROSARIO GREEN DEPOSITED NER GOVERNMENT'S 
INSTRUMENTS ALSO ACCEPTING THE COURT'S SI NO I KC 
JURISDICTION, A HOVE SHE SAlO REPRESENTED "A FURTHER STEP 
TOWARDS STRENG1HENING THE RULE OF LAW IH MEXICO. ' 

CANADIAN INDIGEHOUS LEADER ADDRESSES OAS 



i'- iiv. 



J4. iUi si THE KCEMUIR II PERMANENT COUNCIL SESSION MP. 
I AMY Willi- fOMjsltf, TUf NATIWAI CHI:f Cf IM ASSfft'LV 
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THE REGION FEEL THAI THE OAS COULD DO A BETTER JOB OF PREPARE A PROPOSAL OX MODERNIZATION AND REFORM OF PAIGH 10 

CONSULTING WITH THEN. HE ASKEO THAT THE OAS GIVE EVERY 8E PRESENTEO AT THE NEXT DIRECTING OTCI1 SESSION IN 

CIMTEMA1A IK 1999 BEE 9« STATE 226499 FOR A COMPLETE 
CONSIDERATION TO INCLUDING SUCH GROUPS ADD THEIR REPORT) . PAIGH FACILITATES COOPERATION AMONG U.S. AGENCIES 

PERSPECTIVES DURING THE FEBRUARY 10-12 MEETING DF AND OTHER COUNTRIES ON REGIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. HISTORICAL. 

GOVERNMENT EXPERTS IN WASHINGTON THAT VI1L CONTINUE WORK ON CARTOGRAPHIC AND GEOPHYSICAL STUDIES; PROVIDING IMPORTANT 

THE PROPOSED OAS DECLARATION. ASSISTANCE IN FIELDS AS DIVERSE AS NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

AVIATION SAFETY. 

MAS DEL PLATA TERRORISM CONFERENCE COMPLETE SUCCESS 

PREPARATIONS FOR PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAV MEETING 



2S. (U) THE OAS' S SECDNO SPECIALIZED CONFERENCE OH 
TERRORISM. HELD NOVEMBER 23-14 IN MAR DEL PLATA. ARGEHTINA. 
APPROVED VI IH OHlf A HANDFUL OF MINOR CHANGES THE DRAFT 
COMMITMENT OF WAR DEI P1ATA PREVIOUSLY NEGOTIATED IN 
WASHINGTON. ANO THUS MET FULLY U.S. OBJECTIVES AND THOSE OF 
THE ARGENTINE HOSTS ISEE BUENOS AIRES 6249 FOR A COMPLETE 
REPORT/. THE DOCUMENT CALLS FOR ME OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
TO CREATE A COORDINATING INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
TERRORISM (CICTE) AND SETS FORTH GUIDELINES FOR RESPONDING 
TD TERRORIST INCIDENTS ANO ON COMBATING TERRORIST 
FMORAtS/NG. PRESIDENT MENEM CLOSED FNE CONFERENCE NITN A 
CONVENTIONAL BUT ELOQUENT SPEECH ON THE NEED FOR 
HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION TO COMBAT TERRORISM. 

PORTS OFFICIALS MEET I H COLOMBIA 



29. (U) AN EXPERTS' MEETtHG VAS HElO DECEMBER 3-4 TO WORK 
ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE SIXTH JNTER-AMERJCAN SPECIALIZED 
CONFERENCE ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAV ICIDIP-VI). LIKELY 
TO BE CONVENED IN 2B0B. AMONG THE TOPICS CONSIDEREO WERE 
CROSS-BOROER PRIVATE LOAN AGREEMENTS. PARTICULARLY SECURES 
FINANCING FOR SMAll AND ME0IUM-SI2ED COMPANIES; UNIFORM 
CUSTOMS AND TRADE DOCUMENTATION; ANO THE FACILITATION OF 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE. 
PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED ACADEMICS. LEGAL i)ffim> AND 
INTERESTED OFFICIALS FROM GOVERNMENTS. NGO'S AHD THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR. THERE PROBABLY HILL BE TVO ADDITIONAL 
PREPARATORY SESSIONS BEFORE CIOIP-VI IS HELf. 

NEW U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ID OAS VOHEN'S COMMISSION 



26. (VI TCP PORT OFFICIALS FROM OAS MEMBER COUNTRIES' MET 
IN IPX), COLOMBIA. DECEMBER 1-4 FDR THE TWENTIETH SESSION 
OF THE PERMANENT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PORTS. THE 
COMMITTEE IS THE EXECUTIVE ARM OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PORT 
AND HARBOR CONFERENCE. URUGUAY CHAIRS THE COMMITTEE; 
MEXICO IS VICE -CHAIR. THE DAS SERVES AS THE TECHNICAL 

SECRETARIAT FOR THIS INTER-GOVERNHENTAL FORVB. WHOSE MAIN 
OBJECTIVE IS 70 HELP COUNTRIES IMPROVE AND NDDERNI2E THEIR 
P0R1S AND PROMOTE A MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

27. (til DURING THE MEETING. THE DEIEGATES AGREED TO 
ESfABllSH A SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT PROGRAM FOR THE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF PORTS IN HDNDURAS AND NICARAGUA. VHICH 
VILL BE COORDINATED BY GUATEMALA ANB THE U.S. THEY 
APPROVED THE 1999 WORK PLAN FOR SEVEN CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEES. VHICH INCLUDE THE TRAINING COMMITTEE. CHAIRED 
BY THE UNTIED STATES; PRIVATIZATION COMMITTEE. CHAIRED BY 
ARGENTINA.' AND LABOR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. CHAIRED BY 
BARBADOS. DELEGATES ALSB AGREED 7D SEEK EXTERNAL FUNDING 
FOR A PORT PRIVATIZATION DATABASE (COORDINATED BY 
ARGENTINA) ANB A GEO-SPATIAL MARITIME CARGO DATA SYSTEM. 
FOR VHICH VANOFRBILF l/NI VERSIFY IN TEYNESSEE HAS PROVIDED 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT. THE PERMANENT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ALSO 
TOOK NOTE DF THE RECENT DECISION BY THE CIDI EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE TD TRANSFORM THE PORTS AND HARBORS CONFERENCE 
INTO A SPECIAL INIER-AMERICAH COMMITTEE ON PORTS (CEIPI. 
THIS TRANSFORMATION FROM CONFERENCE TD COMMITTEE SHOULD 
PROVIBE A BETTER ORGANIZATIONAL BASIS WITHIN THE OAS FDR 
PORTS OFFICIALS' flff IMS Atfff A «<K£R I IKK VI1H OIHCH tlBi 
ACTIVITIES. CIEP'S FIRST MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 
12-11, 1999 IN GUA1EMALA CITY. 

OAS GEOGRAPHY AW HISTORY INSTITUTE CWKIl MEETS 
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3D. Oil XATHY JURADO MUHOZ HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE NEW 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE INTER -AMERICAN COMMISSION OF 
WOMEN tttMI. ESTABLISHED IN IS2I. flM VAS THE FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOCUSING ON WOMEN'S ISSUES. IT 
WORKS TO EXTEND THE CIVIL' POLITICAL. ECONOMIC SOCIAL AHD 
CULTURAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN THE HEMISPHERE. MS. MUNOZ IS A 
PARTNER AT A GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONSULTING FIRM, 
AND FORMERLY SERVED AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AT THE BEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. LEASING THE V.S. DELEGATION TO THE NOVEMBER 1MB 
ASSEMBLY 0F DEIEGATES OF 7NE Clfl> MS. MUNOZ WAS ELECTED ID 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. WHICH Will DO MOST OF CIN'S WORK 
UNTIL THE NEXT ASSEMBLY IS HELD IN MANAGUA |fl 2M. THE 
CM ASSEMBLY ALSO PROVIDED A VENUE FOR S/PICV TO F01LDV-UP 
OH THE MOST RECENT VITAL VOICES CONFERENCE HELD IN 
MONTEVIDEO ISEE SEPTEl FOR A FULL REPORT). 

SMOOTH SAILING FOR TRANSPARENCY 



31. (SBUI .THE OAS WORKING GROUP DRAFTING TNE REGIONAL 
CONVENTION ON TRANSPARENCY IN ARMS ACQUISIIIONS CONTINUES 
TO MAKE GOOD PROGRESS. AHD NEGOTIATIONS ARE NEARLY COMPLETE 
EXCEPT FOR THREE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE MEXICAN AMENDMENTS THAT 
STILL NEED TD BE ZO»WM. TNE MOST SERIOUS DF THESE 
WOULD COMMIT PARTIES 10 THE C0NUENI10N TO NEGOTIATE 
AGREEHEHI OH ETFECTIVE LIMITATIONS 10 CONVENTION ARMS IN 
THE REGION. THE U.S. MISSION BELIEVES THAT MEXICO IS FVllY 
ISOlAFEff OH fHIS ?WDSIH, MB IS SEEMC W EJYfOURAff 
DIHER MAJOR RIO GROUP COUNTRIES TO MAKE CLEAR ID MEXICO 
THAT US PROPOSAL IS A HOH-STARIER. WE ANTICIPATE THAI THE 

CONVENIION WIU Bf DPFN FDR SIGNATURE EARLY IN 1999. 

MULT HAT ERA! EVALUATION MO'iFS FOE WARD AT CI CM 
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EVALUATION MECHANISH Slffl). A DAY-LONG D1SCUSSI0H Of 
ELEVEN OUESDOHS ON NOV THE EVA1UAT10NS VOU10 Bf CONDUCTED 
PRODUCED A WIDESPREAD PRELIMINARY CONSENSUS. THE U.S. 
DELEGATION'S STRONG URGING THAT THE PROCESS DEVELOP IN 
SfAGES -- fM i\m Ffl COMPLEX - IMS ACCEPTED. THE 
ONflCP REPRESENTATIVE LEB OFF AN EXTENDED PRESENTATION ON 
INDICATORS KIFMIWKE MEASURES). A FURTHER DAY OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WORKING FROM A SECRETARIAT PAPER BROUGHT 
AGREEMENT ON A SUBSTANTIAL PORT I UN OF TNE INDICATORS JO BE 
CONSIDERED (SEE SEP1EL FOR A FULL REPORT). 

OAS RESPONSE TO HURRICANE HI ICR 



33. IU) f (MOVING PRESENTATIONS By CENTRAL AflERICAN 
PERHREPS - PARTICULARLV THOSE OF HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA - 
- THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL AT IIS HWfttBER 4 MEETING 
PASSED A RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE SECREFARY GENERAL TO 
C0NU0KE A MEETING BF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE FAR 
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS IN ORDER TO COORDINATE OAS RELIEF 
EFFORTS. (THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS BF THE SECRETARY GENERAL. 
TNE PRES10EHT OF THE PERMAHENT COUNCIL' THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

PAN AMERICAN HEAL IN ORGANIZATION. THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT DANK ANB THE CHAIRHAH OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER AMERICAN CBUHCIL FOR 
fNTECRAL DEVELOPMENT.) THE RESOLUTION ALSO INVITED DINER 
INTER-AMERICAN ENTITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RELIEF ' 
EFFORTS WHICH THE COHMIJTEE VILL BE ORGANIZING; REQUESTED 
IKE SECGEN FO WORK WITH PADF FFIIE OAS-AFf II IATEO. PRIVATE 
SECTOR-ORIENTED PAN AMERICAN OEVELBPMENT FOUNDATION) TB 
IMPLEMENT A DRIVE TO OBTAIN DONATIONS FROM AIL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND FROM PfflLIC/ PRIVATE AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
IHSTITtmONS; AND TASKED THE PERMANENT COUNCIL TO REVIEW 
VAYS OF STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING CBDRDINATIDN OF 
DISASTER RELIEF WtlH WE INTER-AMERICAN SYITErt. 

34. <UI AT THE EMERGENCY SITUATIONS COMMITTEE HfETIHG, 
AID'S OFFICE OF FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE BRIEFED OAS 
REPRESENTATIVES ON U.S. GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY TO DATE. AHD 
REPRESEHTATIVES FROM THE INTER -AMERICAN BEVELOPMENT BANK 
AND THE WORLD SANK HIGHLIGHTER THE IMMENSE RECONSTRUCTION 
EFFORT NEEDED/ AND OUTLIHEB WAT THBSE AGENCIES PLAN TO DD. 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY CONTRIBUTIONS REPORTED INCLUDED THOSE FROM 
SPAIN <tm,m EXPEHDEO. tM MILLION ON THE NAY. AN 
ADDITIONAL «5 MILLION PROMISED FOR RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS. 
PLUS 130 MILLION ALREADY COLLECTED IN PRIVATE SECTOR 
APPEAL I . CANADA (t! NltliON PROMISED). AND TNE UNITED 
NATIONS IIISD MILLION IN RECONSTRUCTION FUHOSI. THE PADF 
REPORTED THAI II IS WORKING CLOSELY WITN THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
TO COLLECT AND TRANSPORT IMMEDIATE RELIEF SUCH AS WATER 
PURIFIERS AND SLANIETS. COMPANIES WHICH CONTRIBUTED ID THE 
PAOF EFFORT INCLUDE CITIBANK. TEXACO. SHELL. CHIOUITA, ARB 
LOCKHEED-MARTIN. 

36. IU) AT THE DECEMBER II PERMANENT COUNCIL SESSION. 
AUSTRIA' S PERMANENT OBSERVER DESCRIBED HIS OWN COUNTRY'S 
MITCH-RELATED A 10 (ABOUT J). S Hill ION. PLUS SUBSTANTIAL 
DEBT fORGIVENESS) AND THAI OF THE EUROPEAN UNION COMMISSION 
[ABOUT 3160 MILLION). SECGEN GAVIRIA ALSO GAVE AH ACCOUNT 
Of HIS TOUR THROUGH CENTRAL AMESICA, PRAISING ALL INVOLVED 
IN DISASTER RfllfF EFFORTS. 

MlQnil.i PROWS CPJME MINiS?tP;A! 
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AND GUIDELINES FOR ADDRESSING INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION IN 
THESE AREAS ARB PROVIDE A 8ASIS OK WHICH THE OAS HAY 
DEVELOP A MULTILATERAL PROGRAM AGAINST CRIME. COLOMBIAN 
PERMREf* AMfi. RAMOS BOIERO PROPOSEO TO THE OAS COMMITTEE ON 
JURIDICAL ANB POLITICAL AFFAIRS ELEVATING THIS EXPERTS 
MEETING fSCHEOULED FOR EARLY SPRING)' TO A MINISTERIAL -LEVEL 
MEETING INVOLVING INTERIOR MINISTERS, WITN A PREPARATORY 
CONFERENCE TO BE RELB IN FEORVARY. ON DECEMBER 16. THE 
PDLITICAL-JURIBICAL COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE PROPOSAL AHD 
BEGAN CONSIBERATIBN OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA. THE MEETING 
VILL TAKE PLACE IN APRIL 08 MAY. THE PSEPCON WILL LIKELY 
BE AN EXPERTS-REINFORCEO MEETING Of THE POLITICAL -JURIDICAL 
CBHMITTEE IN FEBRUARY. 

37. ISBU) COMMEHT: IHE USOAS MISSION IS CONSULTING WITH 

OTHER BUREAUS AND AGENCIES ID DETERMINE THEIR INTEREST IN 
SUCK A MEETING. 

PERU/ECUADOR PEACE AGREEMENT 



JR. fl» ON NOVEMBER I, TNE PERMANENT COUNCIL HARKED IRE 
SIGHING OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PERU AND ECUADOR 
WITH A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE TWO COUNTRIES AND 
THANKING THE GUARANTOR POWERS "FOR TNE FUNDAMENTAL SUPPORT 
THEY PROVIDED ANB THE DEDICATION AND EFFORTS IEPLOYEB IN 
08TAIH INC THE AGREEMENTS." THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWED 
PRESENTATIONS BY IHE PERHREPS OF BRAZIL. PERU AND ECUADOR. 
FOLLOWED BY CONGRATULATORY SIATEHEHTS BY ALL OTHER 
RELEGATIONS. 

CA1DERON STILL SOLICITING SUPPORT IN SECGEN RACE 



33. ISBU) HDHEHJRAN PRESIBEHT FIBRES, ON BEHALF OF HIMSELF 
ANB NIS COLLEAGUES FROM GUATEMALA, EL SALVADOR, COSTA RICA 
AND NICARAGUA, W WRITTEN PRESIDENT CLINTON STATING TNAF 
NEXT YEAR IRE FIVE CENTRA! AMERICAN COUNTRIES VlLl FORMALLY 
NOMINATE FORMER COSTA fi I CAM PRESIDENT CALBERON FOR ELECTION 
10 THE POST OF OAS SECRETARY GENERAL. TNE LETTER REOVESFS 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S SUPPORT FOR CALBERON' S CANBISACV. HIRG 
CHAIRMAN BEN GILMAM WROTE SECRETARY ALBRIGHT IK SUPPORT OF 
CALOEROK'S CANDIDACY, AND URGED THAT THE U.S. NOT COMMIT TO 
ANY CANDIDATE. tfANVHIlE, SECGEN GAVIRIA IS LOBOYING FOR 
REELECTION. AND THE HEW COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BECOME 
INCREASINGLY ACTIVE ON HIS BEHALF. THE U.'S. POSITION 

REMAINS THAT IT IS PREMATURE TO MAKE A DECISION OR EXPRESS 
A PREFERENCE IN THE RACE. 

MORE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTIONS RATIFIED 
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01) ON NOVEMBER U. MEXICAN PERHREP AMB. HELLER 
DEPOSITED MEXICO'S INSTRUMENT BF RATIFICATION OF TIE INTER- 
AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION. PUNISHMENT AND 
ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (CONVENTION OF BEL Eff 
DO PARA). ANTIGUA AHD BARBUDA'S PERHREP AKB. HURST 
DEPOSITED HIS GOVERNMENTS INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION 10 TSAJ 
CONVENTION ON NDVEtlSER IS. THE COHVENllON OF 6EIEH DO PARA 
NOV HAS BEEH RATIFIED BY 29 OAS MEMBERS. IF V I THE U.S. DID 
HOT SIGN IT' ON [HE GFOVKPS THAT THE TEX'I WAS VAGUE W 
fB'Mi DR*FIETt /,HT> FFC.M'SE IHE ISSUE IS f.!'taV;.1£iV LEfiLT 
VilH 6V OlREf INiEfclisIiC'KM IkSmWU. ES:i hi' 
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GOVERNMENTS. INCLUDING THE U.S.. HAVE SIGNE8 THIS 
COHVEMIflHi WHICH THE U.S. SUBMITTED FOR SENATE 
RATIFICATION LAST APRIL. 

h. on also oh oecenser h Uruguay deposited us . 

INSTRUrOT Of RATIFICATION Of THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION 
ON INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN MINORS. AND PANAMA DEPOSITED 
ITS INSTRUMENT Of RATIFICATION Df THE 1HTER-AHERICAN 
CONVENTION ON SERUINC CRIMINAL SENTENCES ABROAD. 

TALBOTT 
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